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Regional Revision: 
A regional approach to managing 

drinking water 
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Question? 
 

1)  What would a (new) regional 
approach to managing drinking 

water look like?  
 

2)  Could it work?  
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Answer? 
 

1)  It depends 
 

2)  Maybe 



Research Steps 

1. Identify 
Existing 

Challenges 

2. Develop 
Regional 

Solution(s) 

3. Focus 
Group: Test 
Feasibility 

4. Revise 
Regional 
Approach 

1. ID 
Existing 

Challenges 

2. Develop 
Regional 
Approach 

3. Field Visit: 
Revisit 

Assumptions 

4. Revise 
Regional 
Approach 

5. Test 
Feasibility 

6. Final 
Regional 
Approach 



Kittiwake 

Kootenays 



Snapshot of Regions Governance  



Drinking Water Systems  

Kootenays Kittiwake  

Exis%ng	
  
Drinking	
  
Water	
  
Systems 

• ~53	
  public	
  systems	
  (regional	
  
district	
  or	
  municipality) 

• #	
  of	
  private	
  systems	
  unknown 
• 34	
  Public	
  Water	
  Systems 
• #	
  of	
  private	
  systems	
  unknown 

Snapshot	
  of	
  
advisories	
  in	
  
September	
  
2013 

•  7	
  public	
  (3	
  boil	
  water	
  noBces,	
  
4	
  water	
  quality	
  advisories) 

•  124	
  total	
  (105	
  boil	
  water	
  
noBces,	
  19	
  water	
  quality	
  
advisories) 

•  15	
  public	
  water	
  supplies	
  on	
  Boil	
  
Water	
  Advisory	
  (BWA) 





Key Findings: Overarching Themes 



Key Findings: Enabling Forces 

Potential 
benefits Innovation 

Principles 
of  good 

governance 

Existing 
regional 

approaches 

Policy 
window 



Key Findings: Barriers 

 

Knowledge, 
understanding, 
and awareness 

Institutional 
and regulatory 
structure 

Equity 



Key Findings:  
Feedback on Proposed Approach 

Reality Proposed 
Framework Revised Framework 



Key Findings: Transferable Actions 

S  Regional Water Operator 

S  Technology 

S  Data and information 

S  Cost sharing 

S  Training and education 

S  Planning Source: http://waterbc.ca/community/programs/poe-watertreatment/ 

Source: http://maps.gov.nl.ca/water/ 
Source: http://assetmanagementbc.ca/home/ Source: http://www.env.gov.nl.ca/env/waterres/training/operator_onsite_training/index.html 



Key Points 

S  Rural areas can learn a lot from existing ideas 

S  Our framework has good ideas - needs work 

S  Current institutional structures are a barrier 

S  Context matters 

S  Getting creative with capacity 

S  Thinking regional 
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Next  
Steps 

Exploring 
Solutions for 

Sustainable Rural 
Drinking Water 

Canadian 
Regional 

Development 

NL/BC 
Comparative 

Project 

Drinking Water 
Infrastructure 

Source Water 
Protection 

Revised Regional Approach 



Thank you! 

 
Questions? 

 
Visit our website: 
• http://
nlwater.ruralresilience.ca/?
page_id=289 
 
Contact information: 
• Sarah Minnes 

 sminnes@grenfell.mun.ca  
• Sarah Breen  

 swbreen@sfu.ca  
 


